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Evidence which has been unearthed duringthe past year as a result of the Venezuelandispute, and much of which is now

laid before the public, reveals the existenceon the borders of British Guiana of a

new wonderland.* In adldtion, to a marvellousmountain, there have been found
relics of a former civilization that existed
in America ages before the time of its discoveryby Columbus. The Spaniards, as

we kngw, found races that were white, or

nearly so.
But these later discoveries go to show

that long interior, at a time. In fact, prob-
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The De\
ably coeval with what we call the Egyptiancivilization, America was peopled with
a white race as tally cultured, as advanced
In the sciences, and as powerful on tlieir
own ground as the ancient Egyptians, and
as handsome in persona'! appearance.if

I some of the, heads and faces on the specimensof pottery may be accepted as fair
examples.as thet ancient Greeks.

It, has lcng been known that America
possesses extraordinary relics of a former
civilization in I what are know as the great
'earthworks," which are still to be seer
scattered about in many parts of t'he continent,and which, as vast engineering
works, challenge comparison with the pyramidsthemselves. But now discovery has
gone much further; basweliefs aud pottery
have beeu found that set. forth with mar-

vellous fidelity' many minute details con.

cerning this pre-historic people.tlieiv per
sonal appearance and tlieir ornaments anc
habiliments; the style of wearing the ha.ii
and the beard, and other particulars thai
cah be appreciated only by inspection anc

study of the reduced fac-similes latelj
printed and issued by the Government ol
the Ghited States.
Many of them relate to the custom o;

human sacrifice, which, as most people an
probably aware, prevailed ]argely in Ajner

la. t» ixv.ii ujuv; opaxi^aiua JUiSl i&ilUtiU.

though few, perhaps, know the terrible ex
tent to which it was carried. Preseott telh
us that few writers have ventured to esti
mate the yearly number of victims at lesi
than 20,000, while many put it as high as

5(>,0tj0 in Mexico,i^lone.
If we consider that the lowest of thesi

estimates represents an average of sonn
four hundred a week, or nearly sixty a day
such figures are appalling. And now w<|| I learn beyond the possibility of a donbt tha
the same practices obtained in Americs
in times that must have been ages befors
the auish conquest, and, judging by th
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frequency of the representations of such
things in these old bas-reliefs, as extensively.
In these sculptures we can see the very

shape of the knives used; the form of the
plates or platters on which several heads
of victims were placed, and other such details;and in a certain series we are enabledto note the curious point that, while
the officiating priests always wear full
beards, the victims appear to have usually
possessed no hirsute adornments, or to
have "shaved clean," as we term it. It may
hp added that these ancient white DeoDle
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ril Tree, Which Strangles Pe
j seem to have been a totally different rac

from those whom the Spaniards found o

the continent, ancr tnat DetweeD tne iw

there is believed to,have been a gap las
ing for many ages, during which the coui

try was overrun by Indian or other ba
baric, hordes; though how or why th
came about is one of those mysteries th£
will probably never be unravelled.
All these curious and interesting faa

are given in the introduction to a nr

book which,i appearing with much tiroel
ness, in view of the Venezuelan disputt,
now attracting universal attention in fens
land, and has just been published i* thl
country by tie New Amsterdam Boot Con
pany. It is entitled "The Devil free c

El Dorado," and is written by Frank At
brey and based upon the mysteiy of th
mountain of Ror-aima.
The author has given his fancy the ful

, est range. One of his conceptions is th
mythical devil tree, which devours huma

[ beings, and which takes tie- place of
r public executioner, being in l.'self a hideoi
f device worthy of the Spanish Inquisitioi

The story itself is full of E horrible fasc
E nation, but to the judicial mind the fact
i which preface the fiction/are far more ii

teresting and romantic tian the tale wove
tlAAm Tho efofoo r*r»rx

- the objects of his .wort has. been to dim
* England's attention to Rorajma Mountai

In connection with the Venezuelan que;
3 tion.
3 "Shall Ro.raima >e handed over to Vei

ezuela?" he asks. "Shall the mysterion
s mountain long kndwn to scientists as for*
e most among the wonders of our earth,regarded by many as the greatest marr<
; of the world.become definitely Venezuela
t territory? Thit. is the question that hang
i in the balance/it the time these words ai

3 written.that fc inseparably associate!
e though many'' d the public know it no

with the dispute that has arisen about the
boundaries of British Guiana.
"It has been suggested that if it is too

late to retain the.wonderful Roraiina as exclusivelyBritish.and td eliect this it would
be well worth our while to barter away
some other portion of the disputed territory.then"an arrangement might be come

to to make it neutral ground. Standing, as

it does, in the corner-where the three countries.Brazil,Venezuela and British Guiaua
.meet, it is of importance to ail three, and,
no doubt, in such an endeavor, we should
have the support of Brazil as against Vene-
zuela.
"Will no one explore Koraima and bring

us back the tidings-which it has been waitingthese thousand years to give us? One
of the marvels and mysteries of the earth
lies on the outskirts of our colonies, and we

leave the mystery unsolved, the marvel uncaredfor."
It is perhaps not generally known that

Roraima Mountain, one of the earth's greatestmysteries; one of the most stupendous
wonders of the world, is situated within the
disputed Venezuelan territory. On the map
drawn by Sir Robert Schomburgk for tbe
British Government, Roraima stands within
the British domains, but on the map drawn
by Mr. Barriugton Brown, the Government
explorer who succeeded Schomburgk, and
whose work was based upon that of his predecessor,Roraima is placed inside the Venezuelanboundary, and no explanation is
given for the apparent "Contradiction. Ag.Ain,
another authority, Mr. Im Thurn, Curator
of the Museum of Georgetown (the capital
of the colony), says in his book, "Among the
Indians of British Guiana," that Roraima
lies on the extreme edge of the colony, or

perhaps, on the other side of the Brazilian
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ople.From a New Book on

:e boun^iry. So that the exact locatloii o:

n this marvel amohg mountains seems in
o vested in much obscurity,
t- As, however, Sir Robert Schomburgk anc

i- Ma Harrington Brown actually visited tin
r- iRbraima region and reached the foot of thi

is/mountain, anci tneir successor mu not

^4 what they have to say of it would seeu

to have the greater weight. It was abou
sixty years ago that Sir Robert, the fa
.mous explorer and scientist, made his re

port of Roraima.pronounced Roreema bj
!" the Indians of British Guiana.to the Roy
li? al Geographical Society, and that mar

vellous report was as full of romanth
fascination to the average reader as to th<
man of science. Only one other 'traveller
Mr. Brown, has reached the foot (if th<
mountain since Schomburgk's time, but n<

e one has added anything to che wonders re

vealed by him, and all have confirmed tb<
].y statements of Mr. Brown and Sir Rober
o Schombnrgk as to its absolute inaceessi
n bility.

Ono of thp ro»flnn«»Vhv fhp mAiinfrnir»
a ~.^ "

1S so difficult of Approach that only two ex

plorers have ever reached its base, is tin
j_ superstitious terror with which it is re

-s garded by the Indians, who cannot be in
j duced to aid in cutting away the impene

trable forests which surround it, and whicl
)f render the travellers' progress impossible

As ;to the unusual character of the vege
tatlon and undergrowth of this forest, ther

U is the valuable testimony of Richart
v Schcmbi#gk, Sir Robert's brother, a bot

anist of wide reputation, who had travellec
1 In Asia and Africa to search of orchid;
!S and other rare plahts, and who says tha
5" the country aroundJRoratma id, from a bo

tallica] point of view, onje of the most wort
detful in the world,

n "Xot only the orchids," he says, "bu
is the shrubs and low trees were unknown t<
'e me. Every shrub, herb and tree was nev
1, to me, if not as to family, yet as to spe
t, cies. I stood on the border of an unknowi

plant zone, full of wondrous forms tha
lay as if bymagic before me."
Out of this dark, mysterious tropical foi

est abruptly1 rises the mountain itself. It
inaccessible summit is a great table lam
which, it is believed, has been isolate*
from the rest of the 'world for untold ages
This is iio wilderness of ice and snow, bu
a fertile country of wood and stream am
pronatwy rage.- As described by .ur. liai
rington Bwivn, it is "a great table o

pi-uk and white and red sandstone, 'inter
bedded with red shale,' and it rises froc
a height of 5,100 feet above the level o
the sea, 2,000 feet sheer into the sapphir
tlopieal sky. A forest crowns it.
The highest waterfall in the world.onl,

one, it woul^i see in, out of several.tun;
bles from its summit. 2.0Q0 feet at on
leap. 3,000 more on a slope of forty-nv
degrees to the bottom of the valley, broa
enough to be saen thirty miles away. Eve
the length of the mass has not been de
termined. Mr. Brown says it is from eigh
to twelve, miles.
And he cannot help speculating whethe

the remains of a former creation may uc
tie louuu tu us top. ac any rate, tnere i
the forest on ifs summit; of what trees i
it composed? They cannot well be tb
same as those at its base. At a distancof~fifteen hundred feet above sea-level, tb
munsjjo tree of the West Indies, which pr<

f, duces fruit in abundance below, ceases t
bear. The'change in vegetation must t
far more decided where the difference is bi
tween five thousand and seven thousan
feet.
Thus for millenniums this island of sane

stone in the South American Continet
must have had its own distinct flori
What may be its fauna? Very few bird
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Venezuela.
f probably ascend to a height of two th

sand feat in the air, the vulture tribe
cepted. Nearly the whole of its animal

1 inhabitants are likely to be as distinct
its plants.
"Is it peopled with human beings';" a;

Mr. Brown. "Who can tell? Why m
1 The climate must be temperate, delicto
t There is abundance of water, very pr

ably issuing from some lake on the sumn
Have we here a group of unknown broth

' cut off from all the rest of their kind?
One prore wonder remains to be to

The traveller speaks of two other mou
- ains in the saVne district which are pf
2 same description as Itpraima.tables
. sandstone rising up straight, into the bl
; one larger than (though not as high as
> raima itself. It is only because of th

existence, and because, for aught that
2 pears, they may be equally inaccessi
t with Roraima, that one does not venture

call Roraiiha the greatest marvel aud m

tery of the earth!
s The appeal to the imagination seems

have stirred even the sober, canBona s

J eiitist, Schomburgk. Speaking of the s
graphical structure of the region wh
leaves little doubt that It was once

- bed of an inland lake, he says:
1 "May we not -connect with the fori

existence of this inland sea the fable
the Lake Parirna and the El Dora<

e Thousands of years may 'have elaps
1 generations may have been buried and

turned to dust: nations, who once w

dered on its banks may be extinct and ej
s no more in name; still, tradition of Pari
* and the El Dorado survived these chan

of time; transmitted from father to son,
fame was carried across the Atlantic £
kindled the romantic fire of the chiva

L Raleigh."
a Most authorities.Humboldt, as well
f' Schombu'gk.agree in giving British Guii

as the probable site of this traciitio
1 city. '
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these stones with so-called Rhinestones, 5 ' .1.Sumatra, Parisian, Brazilian, Alaska, or, m O
of what the name may be. The Genuine o

:, hardest and most brilliant stones that have » yk
om Diamonds. All others are simply manu- O ^

#
Mi#

«Ca»3mCKSC8S2£$£830$0D£0^:OCXKZP&&&2 Jg t- fi.«

1 OUR GUARANTEE. f <§
v v; hUA

O We warrant each and every stone to re3tain its brilliancy and the mountings to give ; V.f
3 perfect satisfaction. -O yf
3 We will give SI,000 to any charitable in- O ^ '*

3 stitution in New York If it can be shown ?. 'fO that we have ever refused to replace a stone o
*

O that was returned as unsatisfactory. 3 W

IMITATORS! ?
^ MAN'S DIAMOND, and the RICH MAN'S W
their diamonds safely locked in vaults, ^hile
TS.TC C ADVT A ITlD A r\T> \T7UIT''C' T/>DA'7^ 4

wJ-TXiV 1 1 WJIV v-: iniL J. V-/A \J f *"

Ko-rah.
rders. Mountings to order. /

j 2 ASTQR HOUSE, 1 |
&ERS OPEN EVENINGS UNTIL 9;

\ M'
jr.jr.jtr. sr.s". ^. x<f. >* ..«*-.

&
~ .:- ..J^

,S
;

ive a handful of Ripans Tabules to an old gentleman of
Brooklyn, and he said their effect upon him has beea
most remarkable.

at was the matter with him, anyway ?

is a weigher, and wokks about the wharves and warehouses.He said that always after eating ire would be
troubled with gases, and there would be a sensation is
of a load on the pit of his stomach which made him
very uncomfortable.

.1, what good did the Ripans do him ?

>n't know how they did it, but he says they wye effect
lve irom tne start, ana ne was surprised to see ho
quickly one would gp've him relief. * I think it is qtrh
remarkable, Ijor he a cbnfirmed dyspeptic and
positively sneered w I gave him the Ripahs.
didn't seem to think "".hinir could reach bi«


